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objects might be rendered invisible. Li
actually had the audacity to make mention of .jthi
ridiculous invention in addressing your Majesty, and
it seems to me that if he is to be permitted to refer
to fables and unclean magic of this kind, he is treating
the Throne with shameless disrespect. Nevertheless,
none of your Majesty's Councillors have ever dared
to oppose him, possibly because they themselves are
too far gone in senile decay to be able to bear any
further burden of distress. Their thoughts are far
away, wool-gathering, or it may be that they too
have been smitten with fear at the thought of this
marvellous invention of Li Hung-chang?s whereby
the landscape may be completely befogged. If so,
the fact would account for the nebulous tendencies
of their policy, and for their remaining in ignorance
of Li Hung-chang's remarkable mendacity.
" The Imperial Decree whereby Shao Yu-lien and
Chang Yin-huan have been appointed Plenipoten-
tiaries to discuss terms of peace has not yet been made
public, because the Grand Council is actually afraid
openly to mention the word peace, notwithstanding
that they failed utterly in prosecuting the war and
in dignified insistence on our lawful rights. Their
action appears to me like that of a thief who, having
stolen a bell, shuts his ears while carrying it away,
blissfully forgetting that everybody else can hear
its tinkling. They do not seem to realise, these
Councillors, that throughout the whole Empire
everybody is already aware of the fact that we are
suing for peace. Japan having objected to Shao on
personal grounds, the Grand Council has now actually
gone so far as to suggest that in his place Li Hung-
changes son, Li Ching-fang,1 should be appointed.
This is simply an outrage. Li Ching-fang is nothing
more than the son-in-law of a Japanese traitor who
calls himself Chang Pang-chang, a man whom I have
1 At that time Chinese Minister in London.

